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Resolve, To Coordinate Stakeholders to 

Review Best Practices in the Management 
of Strangulation and Determine Methods 

to Address the Issue in Maine. 
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,#1#(5#757!@*#65>,5#@5'!:/7!5453-57!1#!<3/@(1@5?!S(!/00!05;506!*2!(:5!6+6(54'!0/)!
5#2*3@545#('!/7;*@/@+'!<3*65@,(*36'!4571@/0!<3*;17536'!/#7!5;5#!;1@(146!(:54650;56!)535!
#*(!</+1#-!/((5#(1*#!(*!6(3/#-,0/(1*#!/(!(:5!05;50!1(!#55757g12!/(!/00?!!c5:/;1*3!)1(:1#!(:*65!
6+6(546!16!731;5#!6,=6(/#(1/00+!=+!<3/@(1@/0!@*#61753/(1*#6!*2!):/(!16!,652,0'!(:/(!16'!):/(!16!
,652,0!1#!4*;1#-!2*3)/37!<3*65@,(1*#!*2!@31456!)1(:1#!(:5!@3141#/0!@*75?!"#;56(1-/(1*#6!@/#!
=5!(3,#@/(57!<354/(,350+!)1(:*,(!/!6(/(,(5B731;5#!#557!(*!7*@,45#(!6(3/#-,0/(1*#'!):1@:!
/225@(6!/00!(:5!7*)#B6(35/4!/35#/6!*2!7/(/!@*005@(1*#'!1#;56(1-/(1*#!/#7!<3*65@,(1*#'!
/7;*@/@+!/#7!4571@/0!356<*#65g/#7'!=+!5G(5#61*#!(:5!/)/35#566!*2!(:5!;1@(14!/#7!(:5!
<,=01@!*2!(:5!65;531(+!*2!(:5!5;5#(?!!9:16!/06*!<35;5#(6!D#*)057-5!*2!!
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(:5!*@@,335#@5!*2!6(3/#-,0/(1*#!23*4!4*;1#-!,<!(:5!@:/1#!(*!(:5!<3*65@,(*3'!*3!@35/(56!(:5!
61(,/(1*#!(:/(!(:5!D#*)057-5!*2!/!6(3/#-,0/(1*#!5;5#(!4/+!#*(!=5!<3565#(!)1(:1#!(:5!
@*,3(3**4!/#7!/;/10/=05!(*!(:5!<356171#-!W,7-5?!!!
!
9:137'!)5!*=653;57!#/(1*#/0!=56(!<3/@(1@5!6:12(6!)1(:!350/(57!@:/#-56!1#!6(/(,(5!)1(:1#!I\!
6(/(56!!T655!9/=05!*2!8(/(56U!/771#-!0/#-,/-5!/7735661#-!6(3/#-,0/(1*#!1#!6*45!4/##53!(*!
(:513!@3141#/0!@*756!2*3!61410/3!35/6*#6'!)1(:!65;53/0!*(:53!6(/(56!:/;1#-!<5#71#-!05-160/(1*#!
(*!/773566!(:16!166,5?!!9:16!16!/!@05/3!/#7!5;*0;1#-!=56(!<3/@(1@5!6:12(?!
!
9:5!(/6D!-3*,<!@*#6175357!/!4/(31G!*2!*<(1*#6'!1#@0,71#-!356<*#656!1#!*(:53!6(/(56!/#7!
D55<1#-!1#!41#7!(:5!1#6(3,@(1*#!(:/(!=56(!<3/@(1@5!16!(*!1#(5-3/(5!6(3/#-,0/(1*#!1#!
D55<1#-!)1(:!5G16(1#-!6(/(,(*3+!6(3,@(,356?!"#!/771(1*#!(*!/6D1#-!):5(:53!(:565!@:/#-56!
)*,07!=5!:50<2,0'!)5!/6D57!12!(:5!@:/#-5T6U!)*,07!:/;5!(:5!,#1#(5#757!@*#65>,5#@5!
*2!7*1#-!/#+!:/34?!9:5!(/6D!-3*,<!454=536!/2(53!@*#617531#-!(:5!016(!*2!/0(53#/(1;56!
35/@:57!@*#65#6,6!*#!(:5!2*00*)1#-!35@*445#7/(1*#6?!!!9:5!-3*,<!@:*65!#*(!(*!@35/(5!
/!65</3/(5!@3145!*2!6(3/#-,0/(1*#!=,(!(*!/77!6(3/#-,0/(1*#!5G<01@1(0+!/6!/!45(:*7!(:/(!
)*,07!@*#6(1(,(5!5G(3545!1#7122535#@5!(*!(:5!;/0,5!*2!:,4/#!0125!)1(:1#!S--3/;/(57!
S66/,0(?!!F5!@*#@0,757!(:/(!(:16!356<*#65!)*,07!/@@*4<016:!(:5!6(/(57!<*01@+!-*/06'!
1#@0,71#-!5#:/#@1#-!(:5!/=101(+!(*!1#;56(1-/(5!/#7!<3*65@,(5!6531*,6!6(3/#-,0/(1*#!
5;5#(6!/(!/#!/<<3*<31/(5!05;50!*2!356<*#65'!/00*)!2*3!@*#(1#,57!<3*65@,(*31/0!716@35(1*#!
/#7!/;*17!#5-/(1;5!,#1#(5#757!@*#65>,5#@56?!
!

(M@$?C'&+A,@!',R!7$PAQQ$,R'&+A,@!A,!"?'+,+,U!',R!0R>P'&+A,!
!

FT!!5'W!0,)A?P$Q$,&S!
F5!35;15)57!0/)!5#2*3@545#(!(3/1#1#-!<3*;1757!=+!(:5!E/1#5!.3141#/0!H,6(1@5!S@/754+'!
(:5!@5#(3/0!(3/1#1#-!5#(1(+!2*3!0/)!5#2*3@545#(!1#!E/1#5?!!F5!*=653;5!(:/(!(:5!(3/1#1#-!)/6!
3*=,6(!/#7!*2!:1-:!>,/01(+!(:3*,-:*,(!(:5!3/#-5!*2!(:513!(3/1#1#-!*<(1*#6!/#7!:/6!=55#!
7501;5357!*;53!/!6,=6(/#(1/0!<531*7!*2!(145g*;53!$K!+5/36!1#!(:513!@*35!@,331@,0,46?!9:5!
-/<!1#!E/1#5!505;/(1#-!(:5!166,5!*2!6(3/#-,0/(1*#!/#7!1#@35/61#-!0/)!5#2*3@545#(!356<*#65!
(*!6(3/#-,0/(1*#!16!#*(!/!(3/1#1#-!-/<Z!/!0/)!16!#5@566/3+!(*!<3*;175!<3*65@,(*36!)1(:!
/#*(:53!(**0!(*!35@*-#1A5!6(3/#-,0/(1*#'!/#7!(:5352*35!(*!4/D5!(:5!5G16(1#-!(3/1#1#-!
2,#@(1*#/00+!,652,0!2*3!0/)!5#2*3@545#(!*221@536?!
!
S!@:/#-5!(*!(:5!6(/(,(5!)100!#*(!@35/(5!-35/(!/771(1*#/0!(3/1#1#-!#5576?!!"(!)100!<3*;175!(:5!
64/00!=,(!@3,@1/0!<15@5!(:/(!:/6!=55#!41661#-!23*4!5G16(1#-!(3/1#1#-6!h!(:5!05-/0!/,(:*31(+!(*!
35@*-#1A5!/#7!@:/3-5!6(3/#-,0/(1*#!/6!0125B(:35/(5#1#-!7*456(1@!;1*05#@5?!L*)5;53'!(:/(!
6/17'!(:535!)*,07!=5!6*45!/771(1*#/0!(3/1#1#-!2*3!#5)!/#7!5G<5315#@57!*221@536!*#!(:5!
1#;56(1-/(1*#!/#7!7*@,45#(/(1*#!*2!6(3/#-,0/(1*#!350/(57!(*!/#+!#5)!6(/(,(5?!!F5!)*,07!
35@*445#7!(:/(!(:16!(3/1#1#-!=5!/741#16(5357!=+!(:5!E/1#5!.3141#/0!H,6(1@5!S@/754+!
@*#616(5#(!)1(:!(:5!)/+!(:5+!/773566!(3/1#1#-!*#!/00!@:/#-56!1#!6(/(,(5?!
!
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J?!8?A@$P>&+A,S!!F5!35@*445#7!(:/(!<3*65@,(*36!=5!<3*;1757!(3/1#1#-!*#!@:/#-56!1#!
6(/(,(5!35-/371#-!6(3/#-,0/(1*#!/#7!/#+!350/(57!5G<5@(/(1*#6!1#!(:5!,6,/0!4/##53!*2!(:513!
/##,/0!,<7/(5!)1(:1#!(:5!@*#(5G(!*2!(:5!P3*65@,(*36!.*#2535#@5?!!V*3!<3*65@,(*36!
,#/@@,6(*457!(*!<3*65@,(1#-!6(3/#-,0/(1*#!@/656!)1(:!(:513!</3(1@,0/3!@*4<05G1(156!*3!
,#2/4101/3!)1(:!4*35!35@5#(!<3/@(1@56!1#!1#;56(1-/(1*#!/#7!<3*65@,(1*#'!(:535!4/+!=5!*(:53!
(3/1#1#-!#5576?!!F5!)*,07!350+!*#!(:5!E/1#5!@*44,#1(+!*2!<3*65@,(*36!(*!/3(1@,0/(5!/#+!*2!
(:565!<*661=05!2,3(:53!(3/1#1#-!#5576!/#7!175#(12+!(:5!/<<3*<31/(5!/,715#@5!/#7!;5#,56!2*3!
(:/(!(3/1#1#-?!

DT!*$R+P'B!8?A)$@@+A,'B@!',R!9$'B&#!1'?$!%$&&+,U@S!!F5!35@*445#7!(:/(!/!35;15)!*2!
(3/1#1#-!/#7!@/</@1(+!=,1071#-!#5576!2*3!E/1#5Y6!4571@/0!<3*25661*#/06'!</3(1@,0/30+!
5453-5#@+!3**4!/#7!4571@/0!2136(!356<*#7536'!(/D5!<0/@5?!!F5!35@*445#7!(:/(!35;15)!
/773566!/<<3*<31/(5!356<*#656!(*!4571@/0!4/#/-545#(!*2!6(3/#-,0/(1*#'!/6!)500!/6!
7*@,45#(/(1*#!2*3!2*35#61@!<,3<*656?!F5!35@*445#7!(:/(!(3/1#1#-!/#7!@/</@1(+!=,1071#-!
(*!6(35#-(:5#!E/1#5Y6!4571@/0!356<*#65!(*!6(3/#-,0/(1*#!=5@*45!/!<31*31(+!2*3!E/1#5!
:5/0(:!6+6(546'!61410/3!(*!(:5!@,335#(!<31*31(1A57!356<*#65!=+!E/1#5!N5#53/0!L*6<1(/0?!
!
YT!!-RCAP'&$@!W+&#+,!RAQ$@&+P!C+AB$,P$!?$@A>?P$!P$,&$?@G!@$O>'B!'@@'>B&!P$,&$?@!',R!
H?A@$P>&+A,!M'@$R!'RCAP'&$@S!!F5!*=653;5!(:5!61-#121@/#(!14</@(!(:/(!6,3;1;*36!35<*3(!
6(3/#-,0/(1*#!:/6!*#!(:513!05;50!*2!1#(1417/(1*#'!/6!)500!/6!1(6!<3565#@5!2*3!6*45!6,3;1;*36!
/6!/!<*)532,0!4*(1;/(1#-!2/@(*3!2*3!/!75@161*#!(*!(5341#/(5!/#!/=,61;5!350/(1*#6:1<?!F5!
35@*445#7!(:/(!/7;*@/(56!=5!)500!(3/1#57!1#!:*)!(*!6,<<*3(!(:5!6,3;1;*3!1#!4/#/-1#-!(:5!
54*(1*#/0'!<:+61@/0!/#7!@3141#/0!05-/0!/6<5@(6!*2!(:5!5;5#(?!!F5!35@*445#7!(:/(!(:5!
6+6(546!(:/(!:*,65!(:565!/7;*@/(56!<31*31(1A5!6(3/#-,0/(1*#!)1(:1#!(:513!7/(/!@*005@(1*#'!
5453-5#@+!356<*#65!/#7!6,<<*3(!653;1@56!/#7!)1(:1#!(:513!3*05!1#!(:5!@**371#/(57!
@*44,#1(+!356<*#65!#5()*3D6?!!F5!/35!/)/35!(:/(!E.]Ra!:/6!(/D5#!/@(1*#!(*!@*#(1#,5!
(:5!(/6D!-3*,<!*2!35<3565#(/(1;56!23*4!2,00!653;1@5!7*456(1@!;1*05#@5!356*,3@5!@5#(536!
/035/7+!5#-/-57!)1(:!(:5!E/1#5!8,3;1;*36!a*1@5!*#!8(3/#-,0/(1*#!6,3;5+!1#!*3753!(*!
/773566!(:16!#557!)1(:1#!(:5!7*456(1@!;1*05#@5!653;1@5!@*44,#1(+?!
!

(M@$?C'&+A,@!',R!7$PAQQ$,R'&+A,@!A,!8>MB+P!-W'?$,$@@!
!

F5!*=653;5!(:/(!/!-5#53/0!0/@D!*2!/)/35#566!*2!(:5!4571@/0!14</@('!<35;/05#@5!/#7!14</@(!
*2!6(3/#-,0/(1*#!16!@*#616(5#(!)1(:1#!(:5!-5#53/0!<,=01@'!/6!)500!/6!)1(:1#!<3*25661*#/0!
6<5@1/0(156?!!P/3(1@,0/30+!@*4<5001#-!)/6!1#2*34/(1*#!23*4!6,3;1;*36!(:/(!(:5+!717!#*(!
,#7536(/#7!(:5!7/#-53!/#7!0*#-B(534!5225@(6!*2!):/(!)/6!:/<<5#1#-!(*!(:513!=*7156!7,31#-!
/!6(3/#-,0/(1*#!5;5#(?!!9:16!0/@D!*2!/)/35#566!/06*!/@@*4</#157!6(3/#-,0/(1*#!5;5#(6!#*(!
/66*@1/(57!)1(:!7*456(1@!*3!65G,/0!;1*05#@5'!6,@:!/6!@:*D1#-!-/456!*#!417705!6@:**0!
<0/+-3*,#76!/#7!=5()55#!d@*#65#(1#-e!65G,/0!</3(#536?!!F5!*=653;5!(:/(!(:535!16!/!#557!
2*3!1#@35/657!<,=01@!/)/35#566!/@3*66!(:5!=*/37!/6!(*!(:5!316D6!/#7!/<<3*<31/(5!
4/#/-545#(!*2!6(3/#-,0/(1*#?!!F5!)*,07!35@*445#7!(:/(!*3-/#1A/(1*#6!6,@:!/6!E.]Ra!
/#7!E].S8S!@*#(1#,5!(:513!<,=01@!/)/35#566!522*3(6?!!F5!/06*!35@*445#7!(:/(!E/1#5Y6!
3*=,6(!<,=01@!:5/0(:!#5()*3D'!/6!)500!/6!1#71;17,/0!:5/0(:!@/35!2/@101(156'!,65!(:513!5G16(1#-!
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(3/1#1#-!6+6(546!/#7!<,=01@!/)/35#566!;5:1@056'!6,@:!/6!#5)605((536!/#7!)5=61(56'!(*!
1#@35/65!<,=01@!/)/35#566!/=*,(!(:5!6531*,6!:5/0(:!316D6!/66*@1/(57!)1(:!6(3/#-,0/(1*#?!
!
9:565!*=653;/(1*#6!/#7!35@*445#7/(1*#6!/35!716@,6657!1#!4*35!75(/10!1#!(:5!(5G(!*2!(:5!
35<*3(?!!9:5!6,44/3156!*2!(:5!E/1#5!.*/01(1*#!(*!]#7!R*456(1@!a1*05#@5!/#7!(:5!E/1#5!
S66*@1/(1*#!*2!c/((5353Y6!"#(53;5#(1*#!P3*-3/46!6,3;5+6!*2!6,3;1;*36!/#7!=/((53536Z!(:5!
6,44/3+!*2!(:5!E/1#5!.*/01(1*#!S-/1#6(!85G,/0!S66/,0(!@/65!35;15)!/#7!*(:53!E/1#5!
6<5@121@!7/(/!-/(:5357!/35!)1(:1#!(:5!35<*3(!/<<5#71@56?!!
!
9:5!(/6D!-3*,<!354/1#6!/;/10/=05!2*3!/#+!>,56(1*#6!/#7M!*3!@*445#(6!/(!(:5!@*#;5#15#@5!
*2!(:5!.3141#/0!H,6(1@5!/#7!P,=01@!8/25(+!.*441((55?!!9:/#D!+*,!2*3!(:5!*<<*3(,#1(+!(*!
)*3D!)1(:!+*,!(*)/37!*,3!4,(,/0!-*/0!*2!4/D1#-!E/1#5!/!6/253!<0/@5?!
!
8,=41((57X!
!
H,01/!.*0<1((6'!a1@5!.:/13'!E/1#5!.*441661*#!*#!R*456(1@!/#7!85G,/0!S=,65!!*#!=5:/02!*2!
(:5!E/1#5!.*441661*#!*#!R*456(1@!/#7!85G,/0!S=,65!9/6D!N3*,<!*#!8(3/#-,0/(1*#!
!
V5=3,/3+!$^'!JK$J!
!
!

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
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!
.,&?AR>P&+A,!&A!&#$!%&>RN!

!
b#(10!35@5#(0+'!6(3/#-,0/(1*#!/66/,0(!)1(:1#!(:5!@*#(5G(!*2!1#(14/(5!<536*#/0!;1*05#@5'!*2(5#!
416(/D5#0+!@/0057!@:*D1#-'!:/7!=55#!/!4*6(0+!6105#(!5<17541@?!!9:5!<,=01@!/#7!<3*25661*#/0!
@*44,#1(156!)535!#*(!-5#53/00+!/)/35!*2!51(:53!(:5!<35;/05#@5!*3!(:5!65;531(+!*2!(:5!
<,=01@!:5/0(:!/#7!6*@1/0!14</@(6!*2!6(3/#-,0/(1*#?!!O/#74/3D!3565/3@:!1#1(1/(57!1#!(:5!417B
$%%KY6!:/6!@:/#-57!=*(:!(:5!)/+!)5!,#7536(/#7!6(3/#-,0/(1*#!/66/,0(!/#7!:/6!356,0(57!1#!
(:5!75;50*<45#(!*2!=56(!<3/@(1@5!356<*#656!2*3!(3/1#1#-'!57,@/(1*#'!<,=01@!/)/35#566'!
:5/0(:!@/35!/#7!2*3!:*071#-!<53<5(3/(*36!/@@*,#(/=05!(:3*,-:!5225@(1;5!1#;56(1-/(1*#!/#7!
<3*65@,(1*#?!!!
!
F:/(!)5!D#*)!#*)'!1#!JK$J'!16!(:/(!6(3/#-,0/(1*#!16!5G(35450+!7/#-53*,6'!#*(!*#0+!1#!(:5!
*=;1*,6!61(,/(1*#6!):5#!1(!16!05(:/0'!=,(!1#!#*#B05(:/0!/66/,0(6'!5;5#!):5#!1#W,3156!4/+!#*(!
=5!/<</35#(!/(!(:5!6@5#5?!!F5!D#*)!(:/(!/!</((53#!*2!4,0(1<05!6(3/#-,0/(1*#6!1#@35/656!(:5!
4571@/0!14</@(!350/(57!(*!/#*G1@!=3/1#!7/4/-5!/#7!<:+61@/0!1#W,3156!(*!(:5!#5@D!/#7!(:3*/(?!!
.*3356<*#71#-0+!)5!D#*)!(:/(!1(!16!@*44*#!2*3!<53<5(3/(*36!(*!6(3/#-05!(:513!</3(#53!
4*35!(:/#!*#@5?!F5!/06*!D#*)!(:/(!6(3/#-,0/(1*#!16!<35;/05#(!)1(:1#!(:5!@*#(5G(!*2!
1#(14/(5!<536*#/0!;1*05#@5?!F5!D#*)!(:/(!1(!16!/#!5225@(1;5!(**0!*2!1#(1417/(1*#!/#7!@*#(3*0!
(:/(!*2(5#!:/6!4*35!14</@(!*#!/!;1@(146Y!=5:/;1*3!(:/#!*(:53!=/((531#-!/66/,0(6?!!!!
!
F5!/06*!D#*)!(:/(!(:16!@3145!@/#!=5!@*4<01@/(57!(*!<3*65@,(5'!-1;5#!(:5!#/(,35!*2!(:5!
1#W,3156!/#7!(:5!35>,13545#(6!*2!/!(:*3*,-:!1#;56(1-/(1*#?!S6!/!356,0('!)5!D#*)!(:/(!(:5!
@3141#/0!W,6(1@5!356<*#65!@*#616(5#(0+!:/7!#*(!35205@(57!(:5!(3,5!<35;/05#@5!*2!
6(3/#-,0/(1*#!/66/,0(!#*3!356<*#757!@*445#6,3/(5!)1(:!(:5!05;50!*2!1(6!14</@(?!!F5!D#*)!
(:/(!1#!6(/(56!(:/(!@:/#-57!(:513!356<*#656!1#!/!(*<B7*)#'!=56(!<3/@(1@5!4*750!(:/(!
1#@0,757!/45#71#-!(:513!@3141#/0!@*756'!=*(:!1#;56(1-/(1*#!/#7!<3*65@,(1*#!14<3*;57?!!F5!
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LD 1027: An Act To Make Strangulation an Aggravating Sentencing 
Factor 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
Sec. 1. 17-A MRSA §207, sub-§4  is enacted to read: 

4.    If the State pleads and proves that the bodily injury or offensive physical contact 
included strangulation, the court, in determining the appropriate sentence, shall treat this as 
an aggravating sentencing factor. For the purposes of this subsection, "strangulation" means 
the application of pressure to another person's throat or neck or the blocking of the other 
person's nose or mouth that causes the other person to experience impeded breathing or 
blood circulation. 

Sec. 2. 17-A MRSA §207-A, sub-§3  is enacted to read: 

3.    If the State pleads and proves that the bodily injury or offensive physical contact 
included strangulation, the court, in determining the appropriate sentence, shall treat this as 
an aggravating sentencing factor. For the purposes of this subsection, "strangulation" means 
the application of pressure to another person's throat or neck or the blocking of the other 
person's nose or mouth that causes the other person to experience impeded breathing or 
blood circulation. 

Sec. 3. 17-A MRSA §208, sub-§3  is enacted to read: 

3.    If the State pleads and proves that the bodily injury or serious bodily injury 
included strangulation, the court, in determining the appropriate sentence, shall treat this as 
an aggravating sentencing factor. For the purposes of this subsection, "strangulation" means 
the application of pressure to another person's throat or neck or the blocking of the other 
person's nose or mouth that causes the other person to experience impeded breathing or 
blood circulation. 

SUMMARY 

This bill creates an aggravating sentencing factor for assault, domestic violence assault 
and aggravated assault. If the offensive physical contact, bodily injury or serious bodily 
injury in the commission of the crime included strangulation, the court must consider it as 
an aggravating sentencing factor in setting a sentence. "Strangulation" is defined as the 
application of pressure to another person's throat or neck or the blocking of the other 
person's nose or mouth that causes the other person to experience impeded breathing or 
blood circulation. 
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Resolve Chapter 76:  Resolve, To Coordinate Stakeholders To Review 
Best Practices in the Management of Strangulation and Determine 
Methods To Address the Issue in Maine 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not 
become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

Whereas,  there is a national increased awareness of the severity of strangulation, 
including its high prevalence in domestic and sexual assaults, its serious impacts, including 
life-threatening levels of anoxic brain damage, and its use as a tool of intimidation; and 

Whereas, public and professional awareness of the prevalence and impact of 
strangulation in Maine may lag behind research data; and 

Whereas, stakeholders should promptly review best practices models and tailor them 
to fit Maine's needs; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within 
the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as 
immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, 
therefore, be it 

Sec. 1. Review of best practices in management of strangulation. 
Resolved: That the Maine Commission on Domestic and Sexual Abuse, created in the 
Maine Revised Statutes, Title 19-A, section 4013 and referred to in this resolve as "the 
commission," shall study strangulation to determine the presence and patterns of 
strangulation in domestic and sexual violence in the State and the current management of 
strangulation within criminal law. The commission shall review model practices and 
research in other states, including the impacts of other states' legislation, public awareness 
activities and changes in policy. The commission shall invite interested parties, including 
but not limited to representatives from state and local law enforcement, prosecutors, the 
judicial branch, the Criminal Law Advisory Commission under Title 17-A, section 1351, the 
Maine Coalition to End Domestic Violence, the Maine Coalition Against Sexual Assault, 
first responders and other emergency care providers; and be it further 

 
Sec. 2. Report. Resolved: That the commission shall submit a report by February 

15, 2012 to the Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety. The report 
must include the commission's findings and recommendations regarding methods to deal 
with strangulation in the State, including, as it determines necessary, proposed legislation; 
proposed education and training for law enforcement, prosecutors and the judiciary; and 
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proposed programs and outreach for public awareness and advocacy. Upon receipt of the 
commission's report and recommendations, the committee may report out legislation to the 
Second Regular Session of the 125th Legislature. 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation 
takes effect when approved. 
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State 

 
Specific type 

of law(s) 
which 

addresses 
strangulation 

 

Classification 
of the crime 

Definition of strangulation 
(and suffocation) Statute(s) 

Alabama Criminal 
domestic 

violence statute 

Class B felony Strangulation: Intentionally 
causing asphyxia by closure or 

compression of the blood vessels or 
air passages of the neck as a result 
of external pressure on the neck. 

 
Suffocation: Intentionally causing 
asphyxia by depriving a person of 
air or by preventing a person from 
breathing through the inhalation of 

toxic gases or by blocking or 
obstructing the airway of a person, 

by any means other than by 
strangulation as defined by statute. 

 

Domestic violence by 
strangulation or 
suffocation (2011 
Alabama Laws Act 

2011-581 (H.B. 512)): 
 

A person commits the 
crime of domestic 

violence by 
strangulation or 

suffocation if the 
person commits an 

assault with intent to 
cause physical harm or 
commits the crime of 
menacing pursuant to 

Section 13A-6-23, 
Code of Alabama 

1975, by strangulation 
or suffocation or 

attempted 
strangulation or 

suffocation against a 
person with whom the 

defendant has a 
qualified 

relationship. 
 

Alaska 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Strangulation 
included in the 
definition of  
“dangerous 
instrument” 

Various Strangulation: Using hands or 
other objects to impede normal 

breathing or circulation of blood by 
applying pressure on the throat or 

neck or obstructing the nose or 
mouth. 

 

Definitions (AS § 
11.81.900): 

 
“‘[D]angerous 

instrument’ 
means….hands or 
other objects when 

used to impede normal 
breathing or 
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State 

 
Specific type 

of law(s) 
which 

addresses 
strangulation 

 

Classification 
of the crime 

Definition of strangulation 
(and suffocation) Statute(s) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alaska (cont.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

circulation of blood by 
applying pressure on 
the throat or neck or 

obstructing the nose or 
mouth.” 

 
Assault in the first 

degree: class A 
felony (AS § 

11.41.200), assault in 
the second degree: 

class B felony (AS § 
11.41.210), assault in 

the third degree: 
class C felony (AS § 

11.41.220) and 
assault in the fourth 

degree: class A 
misdemeanor (AS § 

11.41.230): 
 
These statutes all refer 

to physical injury to 
another person by 

means of a “dangerous 
instrument,” though 
they have different 

elements. 
 

Factors in 
aggravation and 
mitigation (AS § 
12.55.155) and 
Sentences of 

imprisonment for 
felonies (AS § 

12.55.125): 
 

Using a “dangerous 
instrument” in 

furtherance of an 
offense is an 

aggravating factor in 
sentencing. 

 



!"#$%&'())#**#($&($&+()%*,#-&"$.&/%01"2&341*%&
5%6(7,&87()&,9%&:"*;&<7(16&($&/,7"$=12",#($&

>%471"7?&@AB@&

& CI&

State 

 
Specific type 

of law(s) 
which 

addresses 
strangulation 

 

Classification 
of the crime 

Definition of strangulation 
(and suffocation) Statute(s) 

Arizona 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Arizona 
(cont.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Criminal assault 
statute 

Class 4 felony Strangulation: Intentionally or 
knowingly impeding the normal 

breathing or circulation of blood of 
another person by applying pressure 

to the throat or neck or by 
obstructing the nose and mouth 

either manually or through the use 
of an instrument. 

 

Aggravated assault; 
classification; 

definition: Class 4 
felony (A.R.S. § 13-

1204): 
 

A person commits 
aggravated assault if 
the person commits 

assault by either 
intentionally, 
knowingly or 

recklessly causing any 
physical injury to 
another person, 

intentionally placing 
another person in 

reasonable 
apprehension of 

imminent physical 
injury or knowingly 

touching another 
person with the intent 
to injure the person, 

and both of the 
following occur: 

 
1. The person 

intentionally or 
knowingly impedes 

the normal breathing 
or circulation of 
blood of another 

person by applying 
pressure to the throat 

or neck or by 
obstructing the nose 

and mouth either 
manually or through 

the use of an 
instrument. 
2. Any of the 

circumstances exists 
that are set forth in § 
13-3601, subsection 

A, paragraph 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5 or 6. 
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State 

 
Specific type 

of law(s) 
which 

addresses 
strangulation 

 

Classification 
of the crime 

Definition of strangulation 
(and suffocation) Statute(s) 

Arkansas 
 
 
 
 

None -- -- -- 

California 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Criminal 
domestic 

violence statute 

Felony Strangulation: Impeding the 
normal breathing or circulation of 
the blood of a person by applying 

pressure on the throat or neck. 

Willful infliction of 
corporal injury; 

violation; 
punishment: Felony 

(CA PENAL § 
273.5): 

 
“Any person who 

willfully inflicts upon 
a person who is his or 

her spouse, former 
spouse, cohabitant, 

former cohabitant, or 
the mother or father of 

his or her child, 
corporal injury 
resulting in a 

traumatic condition, 
is guilty of a felony, 
and upon conviction 

thereof shall be 
punished by 

imprisonment in the 
state prison for two, 

three, or four years, or 
in a county jail for not 
more than one year, or 
by a fine of up to six 

thousand dollars 
($6,000) or by both 

that fine and 
imprisonment.” 

 
“‘Traumatic 

condition’” means a 
condition of the body, 
such as a wound, or 
external or internal 

injury, including, but 
not limited to, injury 

as a result of 
strangulation or 

suffocation, whether 



!"#$%&'())#**#($&($&+()%*,#-&"$.&/%01"2&341*%&
5%6(7,&87()&,9%&:"*;&<7(16&($&/,7"$=12",#($&

>%471"7?&@AB@&

& DB&

State 

 
Specific type 

of law(s) 
which 

addresses 
strangulation 

 

Classification 
of the crime 

Definition of strangulation 
(and suffocation) Statute(s) 

 
 
 
 
 

of a minor or serious 
nature, caused by a 

physical force.” 

Colorado 
 
 

None -- -- -- 

 
Connecticut 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Three criminal 
statutes 

Class C 
felony, Class 
D felony, or 

Class A 
misdemeanor 

Strangulation: Intentionally or 
recklessly restraining another 

person by the neck or throat and 
impeding their ability to breathe or 
restricting their blood circulation. 

 

Strangulation in the 
1st degree: Class C 

felony 
(Conn. Gen. Stat. § 

53a-64aa): 
 

“A person is guilty of 
strangulation in the 

first degree when such 
person commits 

strangulation in the 
second degree as 

provided in section 
53a-64bb and (1) in 
the commission of 
such offense, such 
person (A) uses or 
attempts to use a 

dangerous instrument, 
or (B) causes serious 

physical injury to such 
other person, or (2) 

such person has 
previously been 
convicted of a 

violation of this 
section or section 53a-

64bb.” 
 

Strangulation in the 
2nd degree: Class D 
felony (Conn. Gen. 
Stat. § 53a-64bb): 

 
“A person is guilty of 
strangulation in the 
second degree when 
such person restrains 
another person by the 
neck or throat with the 
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State 

 
Specific type 

of law(s) 
which 

addresses 
strangulation 

 

Classification 
of the crime 

Definition of strangulation 
(and suffocation) Statute(s) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connecticut 
(cont.) 

 
 
 
 
 

intent to impede the 
ability of such other 
person to breathe or 

restrict blood 
circulation of such 

other person and such 
person impedes the 
ability of such other 
person to breathe or 

restricts blood 
circulation of such 

other person.” 
 
Strangulation in the 
3rd degree: Class A 

misdemeanor (Conn. 
Gen. Stat. § 53a-

64cc): 
 

“A person is guilty of 
strangulation in the 
third degree when 

such person recklessly 
restrains another 

person by the neck or 
throat and impedes the 

ability of such other 
person to breathe or 

restricts blood 
circulation of such 

other person.” 
 
 
 
 

Delaware 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Criminal statute Class D or E 
felony 

Strangulation: Knowingly or 
intentionally impeding the breathing 

or circulation of the blood of 
another person by applying pressure 

on their throat or neck. 
 

Strangulation: Class 
E or D felony (11 

Del. C. § 607): 
 

“A person commits the 
offense of 

strangulation if the 
person knowingly or 
intentionally impedes 

the breathing or 
circulation of the 
blood of another 

person by applying 
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State 

 
Specific type 

of law(s) 
which 

addresses 
strangulation 

 

Classification 
of the crime 

Definition of strangulation 
(and suffocation) Statute(s) 

 
 
 
 
 

Delaware 
(cont.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

pressure on the throat 
or neck of the other 

person.” 
 

Strangulation is a 
class E felony, except 
it is a class D felony 
if: a. The person used 
or attempted to use a 
dangerous instrument 
or a deadly weapon 

while committing the 
offense; or b. The 

person caused serious 
physical injury to the 

other person while 
committing the 

offense; or c. The 
person has been 

previously convicted 
of strangulation. 

 
 

Florida 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Criminal 
domestic 

violence statute 

Felony of the 
3rd degree 

Strangulation: Knowingly and 
intentionally impeding the normal 

breathing or circulation of the blood 
of a person against his or her will, 
so as to create a risk of or cause 
great bodily harm, by applying 

pressure on the throat or neck of the 
other person or by blocking the nose 

or mouth of the other person. 
 

Felony battery; 
domestic battery by 

strangulation: Felony 
of the 3rd degree (Fla. 

Stat. 784.041): 
 

“A person commits 
domestic battery by 
strangulation if the 

person knowingly and 
intentionally, against 
the will of another, 
impedes the normal 

breathing or 
circulation of the 

blood of a family or 
household member or 

of a person with whom 
he or she is in a dating 
relationship, so as to 

create a risk of or 
cause great bodily 
harm by applying 

pressure on the throat 
or neck of the other 

person or by blocking 
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State 

 
Specific type 

of law(s) 
which 

addresses 
strangulation 

 

Classification 
of the crime 

Definition of strangulation 
(and suffocation) Statute(s) 

the nose or mouth of 
the other person.” 

 
Georgia None -- -- -- 

 
Hawaii 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Criminal 
domestic 

violence statute 

Class C felony Strangulation: Intentionally or 
knowingly impeding the normal 

breathing or circulation of the blood 
of another person by applying 
pressure on the throat or neck. 

 

Abuse of family or 
household members; 

penalty: Class C 
felony (Haw. Rev. 

Stat. Ann. §709-906): 
 

“Where the physical 
abuse consists of 
intentionally or 

knowingly impeding 
the normal breathing 
or circulation of the 

blood of the family or 
household member by 
applying pressure on 
the throat or the neck, 
abuse of a family or 

household member is a 
class C felony.” 

Idaho 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Criminal 
domestic 

violence statute 

Felony No definition of strangulation 
provided. 

 

Attempted 
Strangulation: 
Felony (Idaho Code 
Ann. §18-923): 

“(1) Any person who 
willfully and 
unlawfully chokes or 
attempts to strangle a 
household member, or 
a person with whom 
he or she has or had a 
dating relationship, is 
guilty of a felony 
punishable by 
incarceration for up to 
fifteen (15) years in 
the state prison. 
(2) No injuries are 
required to prove 
attempted 
strangulation. 
(3) The prosecution is 
not required to show 
that the defendant 
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State 

 
Specific type 

of law(s) 
which 

addresses 
strangulation 

 

Classification 
of the crime 

Definition of strangulation 
(and suffocation) Statute(s) 

intended to kill or 
injure the victim. The 
only intent required is 
the intent to choke or 
attempt to strangle.” 

Illinois 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bail 
consideration in 

domestic 
violence cases 

-- No definition of strangulation 
provided. 

 

Bail; certain persons 
charged with violent 
crimes against family 

or household 
members (725 ILCS 

5/110-5.1): 
 

A person who is 
charged with a violent 

crime shall appear 
before the court for the 

setting of bail if the 
alleged victim was a 
family or household 

member at the time of 
the alleged offense, 

and if the person 
charged, at the time of 

the alleged offense, 
was subject to the 

terms of an order of 
protection or 

previously was 
convicted of a 

violation of an order 
of protection or a 

violent crime if the 
victim was a family or 
household member at 

the time of the offense. 
 

Before setting bail, the 
court shall consider, 
among other factors, 

the severity of the 
alleged violence that is 
the basis of the alleged 
offense, including, but 

not limited to, the 
duration of the alleged 
violent incident, and 
whether the alleged 

violent incident 
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Specific type 

of law(s) 
which 

addresses 
strangulation 

 

Classification 
of the crime 

Definition of strangulation 
(and suffocation) Statute(s) 

 
 
 
 
 
Illinois (cont.) 
 
 

 

involved serious 
physical injury, sexual 
assault, strangulation, 

abuse during the 
alleged victim's 

pregnancy, abuse of 
pets, or forcible entry 
to gain access to the 

alleged victim. 
Indiana 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Criminal statute Class D felony Strangulation: Knowingly or 
intentionally applying pressure to 

the throat or neck of another person 
or obstructing the nose or mouth of 

another person in a manner that 
impedes the normal breathing or the 

blood circulation of the other 
person. 

 

Strangulation: Class 
D Felony (Ind. Code 
Ann. § 35-42-2-9): 

 
“A person who, in a 

rude, angry, or 
insolent manner, 

knowingly or 
intentionally: (1) 

applies pressure to the 
throat or neck of 

another person; or (2) 
obstructs the nose or 

mouth of another 
person; in a manner 

that impedes the 
normal breathing or 
the blood circulation 
of the other person 

commits strangulation, 
a Class D felony.” 

 
Iowa None -- -- -- 

Kansas None -- -- -- 
Kentucky None -- -- -- 
Louisiana 

 
 
 
 

 

Criminal 
domestic 

violence statute 

Not specified Strangulation: Intentionally 
impeding the normal breathing or 

circulation of the blood by applying 
pressure on the throat or neck or by 
blocking the nose or mouth of the 

victim. 
 

Domestic abuse 
battery (La. R.S. 

14:35.3): 
 

“Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law 
to the contrary, if the 

domestic abuse battery 
involves strangulation, 
the offender shall be 
imprisoned at hard 
labor for not more 
than three years.” 
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State 

 
Specific type 

of law(s) 
which 

addresses 
strangulation 

 

Classification 
of the crime 

Definition of strangulation 
(and suffocation) Statute(s) 

Maine None -- -- -- 
Maryland 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Maryland 
(cont.) 

 
 

Criminal sexual 
offense statute 

Felony No definition of strangulation or 
suffocation provided. 

 

Sexual offense in the 
first degree: Felony 
(MD Code, Criminal 

Law, § 3-305): 
 

A person may not 
engage in a sexual act 
with another by force, 
or the threat of force, 
without the consent of 

the other; and 
suffocate, strangle, 
disfigure, or inflict 

serious physical injury 
on the victim or 

another in the course 
of committing the 

crime; or threaten, or 
place the victim in 

fear, that the victim, or 
an individual known to 
the victim, imminently 

will be subject to 
death, suffocation, 

strangulation, 
disfigurement, serious 

physical injury, or 
kidnapping. 

 
On conviction the 

individual is subject to 
imprisonment not 

exceeding life. 
 

Massachusetts 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Criminal 
attempted 

murder statute 

Not specified No definition of strangulation 
provided. 

 

Attempt to murder 
(M.G.L.A. 265 § 16): 

 
“Whoever attempts to 

commit murder by 
poisoning, drowning 
or strangling another 

person, or by any 
means not constituting 
an assault with intent 

to commit murder, 
shall be punished by 
imprisonment in the 
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Specific type 

of law(s) 
which 

addresses 
strangulation 

 

Classification 
of the crime 

Definition of strangulation 
(and suffocation) Statute(s) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Massachusetts 

(cont.) 

state prison for not 
more than twenty 

years or by a fine of 
not more than one 

thousand dollars and 
imprisonment in jail 

for not more than two 
and one half years.” 

Michigan 
 
 
 

 

Criminal 
attempted 

murder statute 

Felony No definition of strangulation 
provided. 

 

Attempt to murder: 
Felony (M.C.L.A. 

750.91): 
 

“Any person who shall 
attempt to commit the 

crime of murder by 
poisoning, drowning, 
or strangling another 

person, or by any 
means not constituting 

the crime of assault 
with intent to murder, 

shall be guilty of a 
felony, punishable by 
imprisonment in the 

state prison for life or 
any term of years.” 

Minnesota Criminal 
domestic 

violence statute 

Felony Strangulation: Intentionally 
impeding normal breathing or 

circulation of the blood by applying 
pressure on the throat or neck or by 

blocking the nose or mouth of 
another person. 

 

Domestic assault by 
strangulation: Felony 

(Minn. Stat. 
§609.2247): 

 
“Unless a greater 

penalty is provided 
elsewhere, whoever 
assaults a family or 

household member by 
strangulation is guilty 
of a felony and may be 

sentenced to 
imprisonment for not 
more than three years 

or to payment of a fine 
of not more than 
$5,000, or both.” 

 
 
 

Mississippi Criminal Possible Strangulation: Restricting the flow Simple and 
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Specific type 

of law(s) 
which 

addresses 
strangulation 

 

Classification 
of the crime 

Definition of strangulation 
(and suffocation) Statute(s) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mississippi 
(cont.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

domestic 
violence statute 

felony of oxygen or blood by intentionally 
applying pressure on the neck or 
throat of another person by any 

means or to intentionally block the 
nose or mouth of another person by 

any means. 
 

aggravated assault; 
simple and 

aggravated domestic 
violence: Possible 
felony (Miss. Code 

Ann. § 97-3-7): 
 

“A person is guilty of 
aggravated domestic 

violence who commits 
aggravated assault as 

described in 
subsection (2) of this 

section against, or 
who strangles, or 

attempts to strangle, 
a current or former 
spouse or a child of 
that person, a person 
living as a spouse or 

who formerly lived as 
a spouse with the 

defendant or a child of 
that person, other 
persons related by 
consanguinity or 

affinity who reside 
with or formerly 
resided with the 

defendant, a person 
who has a current or 

former dating 
relationship with the 

defendant, or a person 
with whom the 

defendant has had a 
biological or legally 
adopted child. Upon 

conviction, the 
defendant shall be 

punished by 
imprisonment in the 

custody of the 
Department of 

Corrections for not 
less than two (2) 

years; however, upon 
a third or subsequent 
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of law(s) 
which 

addresses 
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Classification 
of the crime 

Definition of strangulation 
(and suffocation) Statute(s) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mississippi 
(cont.) 

 

conviction of 
aggravated domestic 

violence, whether 
against the same or 
another victim and 

within five (5) years, 
the defendant shall be 
guilty of a felony and 
sentenced to a term of 
imprisonment of not 
less than ten (10) nor 
more than twenty (20) 

years.” 
 

A person convicted of 
aggravated domestic 
violence shall not be 

eligible for parole 
under the provisions of 

Section 47-7-3(1)(c) 
until he shall have 

served one (1) year of 
his sentence. 

Missouri 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Criminal 
domestic 

violence statute 

Class C felony No definition of strangulation 
provided. 

 

Domestic assault in 
the second degree, 
penalty: Class C 

felony (Mo. Rev. Stat. 
§565.073): 

 
A person commits the 

crime of domestic 
assault in the second 

degree if the act 
involves a family or 

household member or 
an adult who is or has 
been in a continuing 

social relationship of a 
romantic or intimate 
nature with the actor 

and he or she attempts 
to cause or knowingly 
causes physical injury 

to such family or 
household member by 
any means, including 
but not limited to, by 

use of a deadly 
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Specific type 

of law(s) 
which 

addresses 
strangulation 

 

Classification 
of the crime 

Definition of strangulation 
(and suffocation) Statute(s) 

 
 
 
 
 

Missouri 
(cont) 

 

weapon or dangerous 
instrument, or by 

choking or 
strangulation. 

 
Domestic assault in 

the second degree is a 
class C felony. 

 
Montana None -- -- -- 
Nebraska 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Criminal statute Class IV or III 
felony 

Strangulation: Knowingly or 
intentionally impeding the normal 

breathing or circulation of the blood 
of another person by applying 

pressure on the throat or neck of the 
other person. 

 
 

Strangulation; 
penalty; affirmative 
defense: Class IV or 
III felony (Neb. Rev. 

Stat. §28-310.01): 
 

A person commits the 
offense of 

strangulation if the 
person knowingly or 
intentionally impedes 
the normal breathing 
or circulation of the 

blood of another 
person by applying 

pressure on the throat 
or neck of the other 

person. 
 

Strangulation is a 
Class IV felony, 

except it is a Class III 
felony if: 

(a) The person used or 
attempted to use a 

dangerous instrument 
while committing the 

offense; 
(b) The person caused 
serious bodily injury 
to the other person 

while committing the 
offense; or (c) The 

person has been 
previously convicted 

of strangulation. 
Nevada 

 
Three criminal 
battery statutes; 

Category B or 
C felony 

Strangulation: Intentionally 
impeding the normal breathing or 

Battery; Definitions; 
penalties: Category 
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Specific type 

of law(s) 
which 

addresses 
strangulation 

 

Classification 
of the crime 

Definition of strangulation 
(and suffocation) Statute(s) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nevada 
(cont.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

bail factor; 
restriction on 

probation 

circulation of the blood by applying 
pressure on the throat or neck or by 

blocking the nose or mouth of 
another person in a manner that 

creates a risk of death or substantial 
bodily harm. 

 

C or B felony (Nev. 
Rev. Stat. Ann. 

§200.481): 
 

If the battery is not 
committed with a 

deadly weapon, and 
either substantial 

bodily harm to the 
victim results or the 

battery is committed 
by strangulation, it is 

a category C felony 
 

If the battery is 
committed with the 

use of a deadly 
weapon, and 

substantial bodily 
harm to the victim 

results or the battery 
is committed by 

strangulation, it is a 
category B felony 

punished by 
imprisonment in the 

state prison for a 
minimum term of not 
less than 2 years and a 
maximum term of not 
more than 15 years, 
and may be further 

punished by a fine of 
not more than 

$10,000. 
 

Battery which 
constitutes domestic 
violence: Penalties; 
referring child for 

counseling; 
restriction against 

dismissal, probation 
and suspension; 

definitions: Category 
C felony (Nev. Rev. 

Stat. Ann. §200.485): 
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State 

 
Specific type 

of law(s) 
which 

addresses 
strangulation 

 

Classification 
of the crime 

Definition of strangulation 
(and suffocation) Statute(s) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nevada 
(cont.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unless a greater 
penalty is provided 

pursuant to §200.481, 
a person convicted of 

a battery which 
constitutes domestic 

violence and is 
committed by 

strangulation, is 
guilty of a category C 

felony and shall be 
punished by a fine of 

not more than 
$15,000. 

 
[Battery with the 
intent to commit 
sexual assault] 

Definitions; 
penalties: Category 
A felony (Nev. Rev. 

Stat. Ann. §200.400): 
 

If a person is 
convicted of battery 

with the intent to 
commit sexual assault 
and the crime results 
in substantial bodily 
harm to the victim or 

is committed by 
strangulation, the 
individual shall be 

punished for a 
category A felony by 
imprisonment in the 
state prison for life 

without the possibility 
of parole; or for life 

with the possibility of 
parole, with eligibility 
for parole beginning 
when a minimum of 

10 years has been 
served, as determined 
by the verdict of the 
jury, or the judgment 
of the court if there is 
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State 

 
Specific type 

of law(s) 
which 

addresses 
strangulation 

 

Classification 
of the crime 

Definition of strangulation 
(and suffocation) Statute(s) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nevada 
(cont.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

no jury. 
 

Right to bail before 
conviction; 
exceptions; 

imposition of 
conditions; arrest for 
violation of condition 
(Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. 

§178.484): 
 

The bail amount for a 
person arrested for a 
domestic violence 

battery is affected by 
whether the individual 

has previous 
convictions for 

domestic violence and 
whether the battery 
was “committed by 

strangulation.”  
Previous convictions, 
as well as committing 

the battery by 
strangulation, increase 

the bail amount. 
 

Additional penalty: 
Felony committed in 
violation of order for 
protection or order 
to restrict conduct; 

restriction on 
probation (Nev. Rev. 
Stat. Ann. §193.166): 

 
The court shall not 

grant probation to or 
suspend the sentence 

of any person 
convicted of battery 

which is committed by 
strangulation if an 
additional term of 

imprisonment may be 
imposed for that 
primary offense 
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State 

 
Specific type 

of law(s) 
which 

addresses 
strangulation 

 

Classification 
of the crime 

Definition of strangulation 
(and suffocation) Statute(s) 

 
 
 
 
 

pursuant to this 
section. 

New 
Hampshire 

 
 

Criminal assault 
statute 

Class B felony Strangulation: The application of 
pressure to another person's throat 

or neck, or the blocking of the 
person's nose or mouth, that causes 
the person to experience impeded 
breathing or blood circulation or a 

change in voice. 

Second Degree 
Assault: Class B 
felony (N.H. Rev. 

Stat. §631:2): 
 

A person is guilty of a 
class B felony if he or 

she purposely or 
knowingly engages in 

the strangulation of 
another. 

 
New Jersey None -- -- -- 
New Mexico None -- -- -- 
New York 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Three criminal 
statutes 

Class C 
felony, Class 
D felony, or 

Class A 
misdemeanor 

Strangulation: Intentionally 
impeding the normal breathing or 
circulation of the blood of another 
person by applying pressure on the 
throat or neck of such person, or by 
blocking the nose or mouth of such 

person. 
 

Criminal obstruction 
of breathing or blood 
circulation: Class A 
misdemeanor (NY 

Penal §121.11): 
 

“A person is guilty of 
criminal obstruction of 

breathing or blood 
circulation when, with 

intent to impede the 
normal breathing or 

circulation of the 
blood of another 
person, he or she: 

a. applies pressure on 
the throat or neck of 

such person; or 
b. blocks the nose or 

mouth of such 
person.  Criminal 

obstruction of 
breathing or blood 

circulation is a class A 
misdemeanor.” 

 
Strangulation in the 
second degree: Class 
D felony (NY Penal 
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State 

 
Specific type 

of law(s) 
which 

addresses 
strangulation 

 

Classification 
of the crime 

Definition of strangulation 
(and suffocation) Statute(s) 

 
 
 
 
 

New York 
(cont.) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

§121.12): 
 

“A person is guilty of 
strangulation in the 
second degree when 

he or she commits the 
crime of criminal 

obstruction of 
breathing or blood 

circulation, as defined 
in section 121.11 of 

this article, and 
thereby causes stupor, 
loss of consciousness 
for any period of time, 
or any other physical 
injury or impairment.  
Strangulation in the 
second degree is a 
class D felony.” 

 
Strangulation in the 
first degree: Class C 

felony (NY Penal 
§121.13): 

 
“A person is guilty of 
strangulation in the 

first degree when he or 
she commits the crime 
of criminal obstruction 
of breathing or blood 
circulation, as defined 
in section 121.11 of 

this article, and 
thereby causes serious 
physical injury to such 

other person. 
Strangulation in the 

first degree is a class C 
felony.” 

 
Sentence of 

imprisonment for a 
violent felony offense 

(NY Penal §70.02): 
 

Under this statute, the 
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State 

 
Specific type 

of law(s) 
which 

addresses 
strangulation 

 

Classification 
of the crime 

Definition of strangulation 
(and suffocation) Statute(s) 

 
 
 
 
 

New York 
(cont.) 

 

term of sentence for 
strangulation in the 

second degree (a class 
D felony) must be at 
least two years and 

must not exceed seven 
years, and for 

strangulation in the 
first degree (a class C 

felony) must be at 
least three and one-
half years and must 
not exceed fifteen 

years. 
North 

Carolina 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Criminal statute Class H felony No definition of strangulation 
provided. 

 

Assault inflicting 
serious bodily injury; 

strangulation; 
penalties: Class H 
felony (N.C. Gen. 
Stat. §14-32.4): 

 
“Unless the conduct is 
covered under some 

other provision of law 
providing greater 
punishment, any 

person who assaults 
another person and 

inflicts physical injury 
by strangulation is 
guilty of a Class H 

felony.” 
North Dakota None -- -- -- 

Ohio 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bail 
consideration in 

domestic 
violence cases 

-- No definition of strangulation 
provided. 

 

Factors to be 
considered when 

setting bail (O.R.C. § 
2919.251): 

 
One of the factors is 
the severity of the 

alleged violence that is 
the basis of the 

offense, including but 
not limited to, the 

duration of the alleged 
violent incident, and 
whether the alleged 

violent incident 
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State 

 
Specific type 

of law(s) 
which 

addresses 
strangulation 

 

Classification 
of the crime 

Definition of strangulation 
(and suffocation) Statute(s) 

 
 
 
 
 

Ohio 
(cont.) 

involved serious 
physical injury, sexual 
assault, strangulation, 

abuse during the 
alleged victim's 

pregnancy, abuse of 
pets, or forcible entry 
to gain access to the 

alleged victim. 
 

Oklahoma 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Criminal 
domestic 

violence statute; 
bail 

consideration 

Felony Strangulation: Any form of 
asphyxia; including, but not limited 

to, asphyxia characterized by 
closure of the blood vessels or air 
passages of the neck as a result of 

external pressure on the neck or the 
closure of the nostrils or mouth as a 

result of external pressure on the 
head. 

 

Assault – Assault and 
battery – Domestic 
abuse: Felony (21 

Okl. St. §644): 
 

This statute was 
recently amended.  In 

the old version, 
domestic violence by 

strangulation was 
punished by 

imprisonment in the 
custody of the 
Department of 

Corrections for a 
period of not less than 
three years nor more 

than ten years, or by a 
fine of not more than 
$20,000, or by both 

such fine and 
imprisonment 

 
After the recent 

amendment goes into 
effect, the punishment 

described in the old 
version will only be 

used upon a second or 
subsequent conviction; 

the first offense is 
punished by 

imprisonment for a 
period not less than 
one year nor more 

than three years, or by 
a fine of not more than 

$3,000, or by both 
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State 

 
Specific type 

of law(s) 
which 

addresses 
strangulation 

 

Classification 
of the crime 

Definition of strangulation 
(and suffocation) Statute(s) 

 
 
 
 
 

Oklahoma 
(cont.) 

such fine and 
imprisonment. 

 
Defendant 

discharged on giving 
bail – Exceptions (22 

Okl. St. §1105): 
 

Before determining 
bond and other 

conditions of release 
as necessary for the 

protection of the 
alleged victim, the 

court shall consider, 
among other factors, 

the severity of the 
alleged violence that is 
the basis of the alleged 
offense including, but 
not limited to, whether 

the alleged violent 
incident involved 

strangulation. 
 

Oregon Criminal statute Class A 
misdemeanor 

Strangulation: Knowingly 
impeding the normal breathing or 
circulation of the blood of another 
person by applying pressure on the 
throat or neck of the other person; 

or blocking the nose or mouth of the 
other person. 

 

Crime of 
strangulation: Class 
A misdemeanor (Or. 
Rev. Stat. §163.187): 

 
A person commits the 
crime of strangulation 

if the person 
knowingly impedes 
the normal breathing 
or circulation of the 

blood of another 
person by applying 

pressure on the throat 
or neck of the other 

person; or blocking the 
nose or mouth of the 

other person. 
 

Strangulation is a 
Class A misdemeanor. 

 
Pennsylvania None -- -- -- 
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State 

 
Specific type 

of law(s) 
which 

addresses 
strangulation 

 

Classification 
of the crime 

Definition of strangulation 
(and suffocation) Statute(s) 

Rhode Island None -- -- -- 
South 

Carolina 
None -- -- -- 

South Dakota None -- -- -- 
Tennessee 

 
 
 
 

Criminal assault 
statute 

Class C felony Strangulation: Intentionally 
impeding normal breathing or 

circulation of the blood by applying 
pressure to the throat or neck or by 

blocking the nose and mouth of 
another person. 

 

Aggravated assault: 
Class C felony (TN 
ST § 39–13–102): 

 
A person commits 
aggravated assault 

who intentionally or 
knowingly commits an 
assault as defined in § 

39–13–101, and 
attempts or intends to 
cause bodily injury to 

another by 
strangulation. 

 
Texas 

 
Criminal 
domestic 

violence statute 

Felony in the 
3rd degree 

Strangulation: Intentionally, 
knowingly, or recklessly impeding 
the normal breathing or circulation 

of the blood of the person by 
applying pressure to the person's 
throat or neck or by blocking the 

person's nose or mouth. 
 

Assault: felony in the 
3rd degree (Tex. Penal 

Code §22.01): 
 

The offense is a felony 
of the third degree if it 
is committed against a 

person whose 
relationship to or 

association with the 
defendant is described 
by Section 71.0021(b), 

71.003, or 71.005, 
Family Code, if the 

offense is committed 
by intentionally, 
knowingly, or 

recklessly impeding 
the normal breathing 
or circulation of the 

blood of the person by 
applying pressure to 
the person's throat or 
neck or by blocking 
the person's nose or 

mouth. 
 

Utah None -- -- -- 
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State 

 
Specific type 

of law(s) 
which 

addresses 
strangulation 

 

Classification 
of the crime 

Definition of strangulation 
(and suffocation) Statute(s) 

Vermont 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vermont 
(cont.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Strangulation 
included in the 
definition of 

“serious bodily 
injury” 

 
-- 

Strangulation: Intentionally 
impeding normal breathing or 

circulation of the blood by applying 
pressure on the throat or neck or by 

blocking the nose or mouth of 
another person. 

 

Definitions (13 V.S.A. 
§1021): 

 
Strangulation by 

intentionally impeding 
normal breathing or 

circulation of the 
blood by applying 

pressure on the throat 
or neck or by blocking 
the nose or mouth of 
another person is a 

“serious bodily 
injury.” 

 
Aggravated assault 
(13 V.S.A. § 1024): 

 
A person is guilty of 
aggravated assault if 

the person attempts to 
cause serious bodily 
injury to another, or 
causes such injury 

purposely, knowingly, 
or recklessly under 

circumstances 
manifesting extreme 
indifference to the 

value of human life. 
 

Aggravated sexual 
assault (13 V.S.A. § 

3253): 
A person commits the 
crime of aggravated 
sexual assault if the 

person commits sexual 
assault and at the time 
of the sexual assault, 

the actor causes 
serious bodily injury 

to the victim or to 
another; or, at the time 
of the sexual assault, 
the actor threatens to 

cause imminent 
serious bodily injury 
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Specific type 

of law(s) 
which 

addresses 
strangulation 

 

Classification 
of the crime 

Definition of strangulation 
(and suffocation) Statute(s) 

 
 
 
 

 

to the victim or to 
another and the victim 

reasonably believes 
that the actor has the 

present ability to carry 
out the threat. 

Virginia Criminal 
robbery statute 

Felony No definition of strangulation or 
suffocation provided. 

 

[Robbery] How 
punished: Felony 
(VA Code Ann. § 

18.2-58): 
 

If a person commits 
robbery by partial 
strangulation, or 

suffocation, that is a 
felony punished by 

confinement in a state 
correctional facility 

for life or any term not 
less than five years. 

 
Washington 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Criminal assault 
statute 

Class B felony Strangulation: Compressing a 
person's neck, thereby obstructing 

the person's blood flow or ability to 
breathe, or doing so with the intent 
to obstruct the person's blood flow 

or ability to breathe. 
 

Suffocation: Blocking or impairing 
a person's intake of air at the nose 
and mouth, whether by smothering 
or other means, with the intent to 

obstruct the person's ability to 
breathe. 

 

Assault in the second 
degree: Class B 

felony (Rev. Code 
Wash. §9A.36.021): 

 
A person is guilty of 
assault in the second 
degree if he or she, 

under circumstances 
not amounting to 
assault in the first 
degree, assaults 

another by 
strangulation or 

suffocation. 
 

West Virginia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Criminal 
robbery statute 

Robbery in the 
1st degree 

No definition of strangulation or 
suffocation provided. 

 

Robbery or 
attempted robbery; 

penalties (W. Va. 
Code §61-2-12): 

 
Any person who 

commits or attempts to 
commit robbery by 

committing violence 
to the person, 

including, but not 
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Specific type 

of law(s) 
which 

addresses 
strangulation 

 

Classification 
of the crime 

Definition of strangulation 
(and suffocation) Statute(s) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

West Virginia 
(cont.) 

limited to, partial 
strangulation or 
suffocation or by 

striking or beating is 
guilty of robbery in 
the first degree and 

upon conviction shall 
be imprisoned in a 
state correctional 

facility not less than 
10 years. 

 
Wisconsin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Criminal statute Class G or H 
felony 

Strangulation: Intentionally 
impeding the normal breathing or 
circulation of blood by applying 

pressure on the throat or neck or by 
blocking the nose or mouth of 

another person. 
 

Strangulation and 
suffocation: Class H 
or G felony (W.S.A. 

940.235): 
 

“Whoever 
intentionally impedes 
the normal breathing 

or circulation of blood 
by applying pressure 
on the throat or neck 
or by blocking the 
nose or mouth of 
another person is 

guilty of a Class H 
felony.” 

 
Whoever violates the 

above provision is 
guilty of a Class G 

felony if the actor has 
a previous conviction 
under this section or a 
previous conviction 

for a violent crime, as 
defined in s. 

939.632(1)(e)1. 
 

Wyoming 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Criminal 
domestic 

violence statute 

Felony Strangulation: Intentionally and 
knowingly or recklessly causing or 
attempting to cause bodily injury to 

another person by impeding the 
normal breathing or circulation of 
blood by applying pressure on the 

throat or neck; or blocking the nose 
and mouth of the other person. 

Strangulation of a 
household member; 
penalty: Felony (WY 

ST § 6–2–509): 
 

A person is guilty of 
strangulation of a 

household member if 
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Specific type 

of law(s) 
which 

addresses 
strangulation 

 

Classification 
of the crime 

Definition of strangulation 
(and suffocation) Statute(s) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Wyoming 
(cont.) 

 
 
 

 

he intentionally and 
knowingly or 

recklessly causes or 
attempts to cause 
bodily injury to a 

household member by 
impeding the normal 

breathing or 
circulation of blood by 
applying pressure on 
the throat or neck of 

the household 
member; or blocking 

the nose and mouth of 
the household 

member. 
 

Strangulation of a 
household member is a 
felony punishable by 
imprisonment for not 
more than five years. 

&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&

&
&
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